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registration to one such group but does allow
it to continue to function. The Helsinki Com-
mission in investigating this case has learned
that, because of this church’s work among the
refugee population, the Azeri government con-
tinues to refuse to register the humanitarian
aid arm of the church but continues to refuse
registration to their religious body. Unfortu-
nately, this appears to be a pattern the Azeri
Government follows when it receives a benefit
from a group it does not want to register.

In Armenia there are similar concerns. In
September of 1997, a new law was enacted
by parliament, designed to stifle the growth of
non-Armenian Orthodox churches by tighten-
ing registration requirements for non-Apostolic
religions and also by tightening funding restric-
tions so that foreign-based churches are not
allowed to be supported by funds from head-
quarters outside Armenia. Despite this, how-
ever, a variety of faiths regularly hold services.

While there has been progress in the OSCE
region, there remain areas where significant
violations of religious liberty are occurring in
Eastern and Central Europe. I commend the
‘‘OSCE Implementation Report 1998’’ to my
colleagues as an interesting study of the
progress and problems of the region.
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Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to one of Sacramento’s most in-
spiring citizens, Mary Fat. Mrs. Fat will be
honored this evening by the Jinan-Sacramento
Sister Cities Corporation. I ask all of my col-
leagues to join with me in commemorating her
remarkable contributions to the people of Sac-
ramento.

Mary Fat was born Yee Lai Ching in Can-
ton, China in 1908. She was the youngest of
seven children in a prominent Hong Kong fam-
ily. She became the bride of a young Frank
Fat in 1924 in Canton. A traditionally arranged
marriage, she never knew her husband before
they were wed. In 1925, the couple saw the
birth of a son, Wing-Kai.

Frank returned to the United States where
he had worked before in 1926, without his wife
and newborn son. His objective was to make
enough money to repay debts and support his
young family. Frank quickly found work in a
restaurant in Sacramento, California.

Yee Lai Ching was not eager to join her
husband in the United States. But in 1936 she
and her son joined Frank in Sacamento. At
this time she adopted the American name of
‘‘Mary.’’ She found a job at a Del Monte can-
nery in addition to her work raising a young
son. Frank and Mary eventually had six chil-
dren, four sons and two daughters. Their chil-
dren were educated as attorneys, a dentist,
and successful businessmen and women.

In 1939, Frank bought a dilapidated res-
taurant on L Street in Sacramento. His hard
work and Mary’s assistance eventually estab-
lished the restaurant as one of the best in
California’s capital. They forged a successful
life together in both business and community
activism which encouraged an awareness of
Chinese culture.

Mary strongly supported Frank as the leader
of the Chinese community in Sacramento.

With her help, he founded the Jinan-Sac-
ramento Sister Cities Corporation, the Chinese
American Council of Sacramento, and CAP-
ITAL, the Council of Asian Pacific Islanders
Together for Active Leadership.

Today, with the tireless work of Mary and
Frank Fat, CAPITAL is Sacramento’s premier
Asian American Pacific Islander organization,
comprising 65 groups in Northern California.
Yet the Fat’s family life was every bit as pro-
lific as their civic endeavors.

Mary and Frank’s children and grand-
children are following the example set by the
Fats. They are positively contributing to their
community and furthering awareness of the di-
verse Chinese culture which exists not only in
Sacramento and California, but throughout the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, Mary Fat has devoted her
adult life to supporting the civic activism of her
husband and promoting the wealth of Chinese
culture which exists in my home state. As she
is honored tonight, I ask all of my colleagues
to join with me in saluting her seventy years
of great accomplishments and community
service in Sacramento.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
inform my colleagues today about the comple-
tion of an important project in my district.

The Friends of San Leandro Creek have
completed work on a creek mural located in
Root Park in my district. This mural spans
more than 19,000 square feet and is the larg-
est of its type in the Western United States.

Students participating in the San Leandro
High School Art Program created the mural
design. The students were presented with in-
formation about the history of the creek and a
list of items to be included in the final design.
The final mural depicts the Creek as it was in
the early 18th century, filled with rainbow trout
and fished by Native American tribes for food.

I would like to point out the hard work of
Rick Richards. Rick put this idea together and
has been a longtime local activist for environ-
mental causes and a tireless advocate for
local community development issues that may
impact the San Leandro Creek. Rick is the en-
vironmental conscious of the San Leandro
community. I would also like to thank Veronica
Lacarra Werkmeister for her dedication to this
project. She is a nationally renowned muralist
and her commitment to teaching children and
this project has resulted in the works we com-
memorate this weekend.

I am very proud to share this mural with my
colleagues. The Friends of San Leandro
Creek and the students at San Leandro High
deserve credit for their commitment to this
project and their commitment to San Leandro
Creek. I look forward to visiting this mural after
Congress adjourns and encourage residents
of San Leandro to do the same.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great

honor for me to congratulate the democratic
government and the people of Taiwan, the Re-
public of China, on their 87th National Day
which they celebrate on October 10, 1998.

Taiwan has much to celebrate this year, as
it approaches the culmination of a decade
marked by unparalleled economic growth,
laudable political reforms, exceptional
progress on human rights issues, and the gen-
eral advancement of values cherished by free
men and women around the world. Under the
leadership of President Lee Teng-hui, Taiwan
has been transformed not only into one of the
world’s most successful lands, but it has also
been prepared to become one of the inter-
national community’s foremost citizens.

Mr. Speaker, it is long past time to allow this
progression to reach its overdue culmination in
the form of Taiwan’s full participation in inter-
national organizations, including accession to
the United Nation.

It is nearly a century since the founder of
the Republic of China, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, draft-
ed the original plans for a free nation
unencumbered by emperors and tyranny. The
realization of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s ideals and
dreams did not occur with the swiftness he
likely intended, as his republic’s initial years
witnessed lengthy civil wars, brutal invasions,
and a series of unforseen obstacles that
forced the ROC’s government to relocate to
Taiwan at the end of its fourth decade. Out of
the ashes of this tragedy, however, came the
drive and determination to advance the for-
tunes and welfare of the Taiwanese people, to
prove by comparison that free enterprise and
political freedoms work with greater efficiency
and justice than Communist alternatives.

President Lee’s numerous and comprehen-
sive reforms have provided unimpeachable
evidence of this fact. He has limited govern-
ment authority, repealing the extraordinary
powers that were provided by outdated civil
war decrees, and he has focused the govern-
ment’s responsibilities on issues such as tech-
nological investment and environmental pro-
tection. In addition, President Lee has led the
Taiwanese people in the establishment of a di-
verse, competitive, multi-party political system
with a free press and respect for human
rights. This process was capped by Taiwan’s
presidential election in 1996, when, for the first
time in five millenniums of Chinese history, the
head of state was directly elected by the peo-
ple. Despite the dire warnings of those who
opposed this evolution, Taiwan’s economy and
its people have flourished with these progres-
sive changes.

Taiwan’s enrichment has not only benefitted
its island’s nearly 22 million citizens; in addi-
tion, the ROC’s largesse has aided developing
nations and those suffering from humanitarian
disasters as well. Whether operating a much-
needed hospital in the strife-torn capital of the
Central African Republic, contributing to the
recovery of my home state of California after
a devastating earthquake or, most recently,
using its membership in the Asian Pacific Eco-
nomic Community (APEC) to employ its vast
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